The Brand of Christianity Part 2

A “brand” is something that immediately identifies a product or a franchise selling that product. Obviously, when you and I see the Golden Arches, we think of McDonalds’ Restaurant. Yum! There are any examples one could use, but I think you get the idea we’re trying to make here. In the context of Christianity, the world should be able to know we (and those we lead) belong to the Lord. Some have focused excessively on the exterior and arrived at a distorted idea of holiness. Dressing modestly is not a bad idea. Then, what should the world notice about us that immediately reminds them of Jesus?

The Presence of God


For the Early Church and the First Apostles, there was one identifier the townspeople recognized above all others: it was the presence of God. Acts 4:13 reads- “Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marveled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus”. The presence of God brought on a difference in character which was displayed outwardly. Peter and John’s confidence in freely speaking before those who threatened their lives was evidence these apostles had been with Jesus.

Much emphasis is placed today on a “purpose-driven” life and leaders helping church members to find their purpose (or destiny). This is a great idea. However, if having a purpose-driven life is the only focus, we have missed the more abundant identifier of the First Century Church.


I propose that the Early Church Leaders were more focused on helping the Church be what I will call “presence-driven” first. Obviously, there are excesses on both sides of this issue. Some people are so “heavenly-minded they are no earthly-good”. It is true – we must stay culturally relevant and our message clearly understandable to every generation – but we don’t have to place “purpose” before “presence”. The former without the latter is what leaders default to when there is an absence of the presence of God. The latter without the former makes the Church look like its head is in heaven’s clouds, while the world goes to hell. Beloved, this should not be.

Instead of taking the position of either/or, meaning, we only occupy one of these, let’s decide to become both/and. When leading others into the presence of God is placed first on our agenda, we will find it is easier to find God’s heart for our communities and able to touch them the way Jesus did in His day. We trust you’ll find the balance of “purpose” and “presence” for those you lead. 


The purpose of these blogs is not to exhaust the subject, but to “provoke us to good works”, cultivate our thoughts and produce the kind of fruit Jesus spoke about that will glorify our God! God bless you as these paragraphs are considered.
